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I pursunance of clause (3) of wrticle 348 of the Constilution of Tndic, the following
translation in English of the Malurashire Regulation of Marriape Bureaus and
Registration of Marriages Act, 1998 (Mith. Act No. XX of 1999), is lereby publishad
under Lhe wuthoriey of the Governor,

By order and in e mune of e Goverior af Muhaeishic,

PRATIMA UMARH,
Secrelry Lo Governmeil,

MAHARASHTRA ACT No. XX OF 1999,

CRarse puablisiasd aptor having received the assent of the Governor i the
= Mabarasitvg Goveritmrent Gazette ™, the 15t iprdl 909

At b plndvade o i comprehensive and sh mgent lw Tor resulation of imarriace Bures G
preventioon of mal-paictives aml tiause o oorcage registedion Gaellity; aad G wampulsory
regisfration of muirriges in tie Siate of Maharashiten ¢ oand for meiters connecte:d therawith or
incidentnl thore -,

WHEREAS it iy expeclient o make a compreheasive wnd stringent law for regu-
batier of marciage barcaas for prevenlion of mal-practices and misuss of marnage
capstration facility ¢ and Tr compulsory registration of mar tapes jnthe State of
M s and to peovide Fae maiters connzeted therewith or incidental thereto
Ieas hoveby enacted i the Forty-ninth Year of the Republic of India as follows -

Lo 00y This Act iy be called the Mabarashira Regalation of Marr iage Bureans shao i
and Begistearion of Marrizges Act, 1998, and

: : - . commence-
C23 B SRl vante into Toree o such date as the Stale Goveruiient iy, Dy noli- ment,

hoation in the Eficil Gazere, appoint.

qIT ARE——05 (4%)
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Defiitions. 7. In this Act, unless there is 2 aything repugnznl in the subject or context,--
() ** Govsramen! ™ means the Governmens of Meharashira in the Pubilic
Health Depariment :

(1 * marriage ™ includes 4 re-marriage;

{¢) ** marriage burczu © or ** bureau ** means a bureau o institution comsisting
of a persom or group of persons, which cariies on the activity of helping the
unmarricd persons including divorcees, widows and widowers, desirous of getling

marricd, registercd with the burean, in finding a suitable match for them by arrang-
ing to bring such persons together elc, and which is registered ynder section 5 ;

(d) “ memorandum " means 3 memorandum for registration of marriage
mentioned i section 63

{¢) * parties ”" means the tiusband and wife whose marriage has been solemnizod;

{f} * preseribed ” means preseribed by ruled made under this Act &

{g) * repister of marriages " means the register of marriages maintained undar
this et .

(hy * register of marringe bureaus ” means the register of marriage bureaus
maintained under this Act ;

(i) ** Registrar ™ means a Registrar of marriage bureaus and marTiages,
appointed under this Act ;

(i) ™ Registrar General ™ means the Registrar General of Births, Deaths and
Marrinpes, appointed by the Ste Gowrnment for the State of Maharashtra T
under the Births, Deaths and Marriaces Rogimiration Act, 1886, Y

Avenint- 3. () The State Goverpment may, by nolification in the Offtclal Gazetie, appoint
ment of as miny persons, as it thinks necessary to be the Registrars of Marriage Bureaus snd

“"{':::ﬂ:m;‘i Marriapes, for such aren or areds as may be specified in such notification.

"L‘:[’“‘f,‘r (2) The Resistra: shall exercise such powees and duties as provided by or under
marriges, Hhis Act and ahs?] work inder the general supervision and control of the Registrar

Ganeral and the Goverament.

Marriage 4, Froim the dete of eoming into force of this Act, every marriage burcau and
lm?:[:“:”ﬂ every arrinme in tie Sate stiall be registered with the Registiar of marriage bureaus
1o b and mariiages,
regisienel.

Registration 5, (F) Any person of group of persons desirons of condueting or running a
i 'E“J,'ITE." marime oeeen <hall apply for regisiralion of such marriage bureau to the Registrar,
*in such manner and alongwith such fees and documents a5 may be prescribed

Provided that, the manviage burenus existing on the date of commencement of this
Act shall apaly for vegistiation within a per ef three months from the date of
snch commencamuent.

(M The Registrar shall, on receiving an application under sub-section (1), after
serutiny of such application and verifying the preseribed documents, register such
murriame bureas and grant 4 cetilicels of registrution to such bureau, inthe prescribed
forin, The registration certificate so granted shall be displayed prominently by such
burcau in its registered office prenuises.

(3) Tn case an application for registration s not made in the prescribed manner
or is not in compliance with the prescribed requirements. the Rogistrar may, for
reasans Lo e recorded in writing, rofuse to register such marsiage bureau, after giving
the applicant tn opportunity of being heand.
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from the date of grant of such eortificate, on payment of the preseribed renewsl fee.
and {he Begistrar shall venew the cetifieats in the same manner, as laid down under
sub-aection (2.

(51 Mo marciage bureau shall carry on or conduct il activities as the marriage
bupenu, cxeept at its rvegistered office or place us specified in the registration
certificate granted upder sub-section (2),

{#) Every marriage hiresn shall conduel ils activities g4 such bureau strictly as
per Lhe ternis and ¢conditions ol the registration granted under sub-section (2); and con-
travention or nop-complianee by o barean  with any of the provisions of this
Act or the rules maule lgu:.r-:un:lur orf e derms and condilions sabject to which
the registratinm has becn granted, shall make the repistration of such bursan liable for
cancellation and shall alio constitute an ofence making the burean liable for punish-
ment as provided in sub-section (2) of section 12:

Provided that, registration of a bureau shall not he careelled without giving
a reasoniable oppoctunity, of being heard, 1o the concerned bureau. .

(7} Any person or birean agerieved by the order of the Registrar refusing to
register or renew the registration of the bureau or caneelling the registration may,
appeal agninst such order to the Repistrar Geneval, in the preseribed manner,
and the provisions of sections 7, 8 and 9 relating to appeal against the order of
refusal to register a marriage shall, murasis mufandis, apply to such appeal.

6. (1ia) On solemnizalfon of o marriage, it shall be the responsibility of the Dy of
hrsband to prosent, within a neriod of ninety days [rom the date of the solcmaoization husband to
of the macrisge, a memorandum in the preseribed form before the Regisirar within sbmit
whose jurisdiction (e hasband ordinarily resides or where either one of the parties [yrdgim for
ordinarily reside; ragistration

() the parties and three  witnesses Lo the marriage shall appesr in person before of martiage.
the Registrar amid sign the memorandam;

{cY the memorandum shall be accompanied by snch foe and other documents
s may be preseribed ;

) the Remistrar Defore whom the memorsndum is presented shall, afier veri-
fication of the l:l_enn!;.' of the parties and the witnesses in the preseribod manner.
resgister the marringe i Lhe repister of marriages:

fe) on registration of the marriage, the Registrar shall issue a certificate of
repistration of marriage to the parties in the prescribed form.

{2) Any marriage which s not registered within the lime limit speeified in sub-
section (£), may be resistered as provided in the said sub=section, by the Repistrar
within whase jurisdiction the partivs ordinarily reside. on subunission of the memo-
randum within a period ol one yen from the date of the marriage, along with such
penalty, not exceeding rupecs one hondred, as may be prescribed :

Provided that, any marriage which is not registered as provided under this
sub-section may, subject to the provisions of sub-zection (/) of seclion 12, be
repistered at any time as provided in sub-section (1), after charging a penalty not
exceeding rupees five lwindred, as may e preseribad,

i) Motwithstanding anvihing containcd 1 this saction, any marriage which is
solemnized belfore the coming into force of this Act and a period of not less than
one year has elapsed since its solemnization, and which for any reason has not been
registered, may bz registered on presentation of a momorandum along with a penalty
of one Tundred vipees, in relaxation of any of the provisions of this section:

Provided that, any marciage solemnised within a perod of one yeur, prior o the
date ol gomppepcomca! of this Act, shall be repistercd in scoordones with
the proviangs of subiseetion (0, on pawment of penalty ofone hindred rapees,
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Power o 7. {{} Where the Registrar, before whom the memorandum is presented under
folltss section 6, on scrutiny of the documents submitted with the memorandum or, on the
TRRRTAUION bhasis of other facts noticed or brought to his notice. is satisfied or has reason to
and report o "5 -
o Begistrar believe that ,—-
Generul. (a) the marriage between the parties is not performed in wecordauce with Lhe
personil low of the partics; or

(&) the identity of the purlies or the witnesses or the persons testifying the
identity of the parties and the solemnization of the marriage is not established
beyond reasonable doubl; or

(c} the documents tendered before him do nol prove the marital status of the
TMarties;
ho may, alter hearing the parties and recording the ressons in writing, refuse te
regster the marriige and mpy,—

(i) call upon the parties to produce such furiher information or documents
us deemed necessary, for establishing the identity of the parties and the witnesses
or correctness of the information or documents presented to him, and for that
purpose direct the parties to appear before him with the required further informa-
tion or documents on any other date as may be mutually fixed: or

(i) it deemed necessary, also refer the papers to the local polics station
within whose jurisdiction the parties reside, for verification, and direct the
narties (o appear before him on any other date as may be mutually fixed,

{2) Whercon further verification as provided in sub-section{/), the Registrar 15
satisficd that there is no objection to regisier the marriage, he may register the
same. If in the opinion of the Registrar, the marriage is not fit for registration, he
may pass an order of refusal in writing, recording the reasons therefor and then
refer the matter, with all the relevant record and his reporl in the matter, to the
Registrar General, within a period of seven days, from the date of the order of
such refusal.

Appeliaie B, The Registrar General, on receiving the reference vuder section 7 from the
m]‘f Registrar, shall, within a period of one month from the date of receipt of such report,
General, after piving an opportunity to the partics concerned of bei ng heard, pass an order, after
vecording the réasons in writing, either directing the Registrar to register the marriage,

or confirming the order of the Registrar refusing to register the marrige.

Appeal 9. The person ov party aggrieved by the order of the Registrar General under
from onder Loetion ¥ refusing to register the marrigge under this Act may, within a perdod of
p ‘LI":::’E‘ thirty days from the date of Ui order appeal against such order to the District court
9 ~withan the local limits of whose jurisdiction the Registrar of Muriizges hus his office,
and the decision of the District Court on such appeal shall he final, the Repistrar
of Marriages before whom the memorandum was presented under section 6 shall

act in conformity with such degizsion.

Moa- 1l Subject 1o the provisions of section 9, no murriage to which this Act applies
regsirabion ghylf he deemed to be invalid solely for the reasons that i has not been registered

et W under this Acr,

Iha warrigge.

.‘;ﬁﬁt"‘"‘; 11. Mo cmployer or a Goverament or Semi-Government Authority or Company,

:ll:]:rjrm;;s or Public Sector Undertaking or Local Authority shall carry omt any npe

elu., of 10 their office record or in any office docaments, such as change in the marital status

veritication or change of nomination, etc., of its employee or in their dealings with any person,

o ":;**lt“ﬁ customer or client, unless the employee or, as the case may ﬁf: the applicant.

e, APPIving for carrying out or recording of such change, submits a certified copy of
the Mureiage Repistration Certificate granted noder section & of this Act.
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12, ) oo solemuuzation of a4 muwrrisge,- Penalty for
fe} il the bushand lails to submit & memornmium as provided voder section f:léﬁu{s
G, within the fime [t speeilled thersin, or with 'I!hgr
ey iF the hosband o the wite makes any stalement or declarption in such Dravigions
of soction §

meimorandion wihich is lilse o any material particalar, or subniits any documents
L 3 : : i or of any
ov papeirs which he or sbe, s the case may be, knows or has reason 1o believe 1o aiher

e false, . section or
the hushaaid or the wite, as the case may be, shall be goilty of an offence punishable for making
with fine which may exiend o one thousand rupees ;‘:‘;"5 ois

L2 Any peyson or Dvenn or paey who contravencs any of the provisions of this in momors
Aet, shall, un conviction, be pumishable with fine ooy which extzod to  five "™"™
thousand rupess or, with simple imprisosment which may extend to six mooths, or
with both

13. Mo prosecuiion for an olfence pimishable woder this Aci shall be instituied Sanction for
except by an officer wuthiorised by the Registrar Genernl, by gencral or special order, Prosecution.
m this behall,

14, (/) The register maintained under this Act, on application mude to the Register to
Registiar and on payment of such lzes as niny be preseribed, shall, at all reasonable bﬁtf;?:ﬂ for
lumes, he open for poblic inspection, pe ion

(2) On an application being made jn tuet beliall, and on payment of such fee as @ ‘enpies of
miy e preseribed, the Registrar shall furnish to {he applicant a copy of anyextrag “ortf
of the regster maintained under this Acr. ﬂh;ﬁ&t;"’

:;1';' 15, Subject to the provisions of the Child Muarriage Restraint Act, 1929, any Registration
*mrrisge soleowized when parties are minor, or where either of the party is a minor of marriage
shadl be registered we provided in sub-scetion (7)) of seelion © :::l?i:n
Provided thal, lhe Registrar shall, immediately, report such marriage to the minor.
Nowal polics stetion within whose jurisdiction. the parlies ordinarily reside, for
:;’1‘3“ necessary action under the provisions of the Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929,
l6. When the Registrur registess o marriage under this Act, he shall Registrar 1o
pmediately thereupun send a duplicute copy of the registration certificate, to the furnish
Registear General, ﬂﬁm
of the
registration
vertificule
1] i.lu
Registrar
General,
17, Lwery Repisirar and cvery employee in the office ol the Registrar shall, while Registrar to
acting or puwiportiog to wct in purswince of any of the provisions of this Aet, hcs':;f“h‘"“
45 geemed to be a public servant within the meanny of section 21 of the Indian Penal 70

U i

(LY
1B, Mo suil, proseculion or other legal proceeding shall be mstituted against {gd’:“"”jﬂ'
any person for anything which iz in good faith done or intended to be done undtrml?ﬂmmu

this Act or rules made thereander. this At

19. (/) The Siate Governmenl may, by noliffication in the @fficial Gazerre, Power io
make rides For carrying out the purposes of this Act, inake rubes.
12} In particular and without prejudice to the generulity of the foregoing powers
auelvriles meay provide for all or any of the Ilbllu‘-‘-'mg matters, namely (—
(@) the form and the manner of, maintenance of registers or records under
thas Acl
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b 1 the form of application for registration of & marriage hureat;

(i the docinents to be subnitied therewith by the applicant ;

phi1 the amonnt of Tees for gramt of and ranewsy | of, such registration

Livd the fem ol cenilieate of regirution to be gramed fo o nuwage
burime and the eems and condilions subject to which such regstralion may be
granged ; and ;

{¥) the manner and procedire ol filing an appeal to the Registrive General ;

{c} {i) the form of the memorandum for 1sgistration of @ nuerizge and the details

ol e witnesses and the priest to be specified m the memoerandun: |
(i} the amount of fee for such registration ;

{iiiy the form of ceriificats of registration of marriage |

{iv) the wmonnt of penakty for late registration ;

Wi e fuvu of apphention and the fees for grant of o copy of the extract ol
the raziier of marrige hursius or the register of marriages msbrnined ander
this Al

(¢} any other matrer Tor which riles may be made wnder this Act.
i7). Except whan rules are made for the first time, all roles made uwader this

At stiall be subject to the condition of previous publication,

{4) Every rule made nnder this Ad shail be laid as soon as may be, after it is
piede, Beluve each House of the State Legislature while it is in session for a totul
period of thirty days which may be comprised in onge sE351011 oT im TWis SUCoessive
sessionis, and il before the eapiry of the session in which it is 5o laid or the sesston
ininediately following, both Houses agree in making way modification m the rule or
bothy Hiouses apree that the rule should ot he made, and notify such decision in the
Ojficial Gazeite, the rule shall from the date of publication in the Oficial Gazeire,
of sieh decision. Jiave effect only in such modified form or be of no effect, as the
case may be, so however that, any such modification o1 anmalment  shall bo
without prejudics to the volidity of anything previously done or omitted fo be
donz uncler thar rle

Suvings. M. This Act shall not apply to narringes coutracied uoder the Special Marriage 42 ol
Avt 1954, e Lodinn Christion Murriage Act, 1872, or the Parsi Marriage and 1954
Divoree Act, 1930, ' {i—ﬁl
3of

19346,

el 21, The Bombay Registration of Marviages Act, 1953, is hereby repealed. pom.
Maotwithbanding suoh ropeul, any Biarese regivtered or any action taken Ty the Yool
Heghitiag, aader the provisions of the std Act before suel repeal shall be deemed "5
bor e Dueen vabidly registered or, ws e case Iy b, ke n wnder Che corresponding
provisious of s Act.

Power of 22, The Government may, fro time to Linwe,issue'such direetions not inconsisient

Canvey gl g 1y glae pr:wisiun:; of this Ac, to The Registowr und the I{Egi';ll'rlr eneral, as it

LS P TR

£

A aive f think Gl in this regurd for the efisctive and sinooth unplementation ot the
provisions of this Act; and the Registvar und the Bepistrar General shall be bound
to follow such directions.

"'f.‘-*.';'.i.ﬂ-'i 230 If sy itficulry ariscs in giving etivet Lo the provisions of this Adt, the

it ale, Bhale Govermmeal  maiy. by '*I-’ﬂf':r published in ihe Official Gazetie, sive sk
ircolione, nat incensistent with the provisions of Lhis Act, ws appeur to il to

P ’ ppeur to il fo e

necvs ary of eapedient fur the purposes of removing the difliculty.

(0 Mo order under sube-section (/) shall e made after the expiry of Lwo years
Gt The date on owhich this Aet comes into force.



